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I have ever known have been in dream and it was horrible to wake."
"How different to the world conception of you/'
"I suffer from these false assumptions. The world is wrong as it always
is. I have found as you know that all the postulates of science, medicine,
politics, almost everything in fact, are always wrong. I have done every-
thing I should never have done and have left undone all the things that
are essential to my survival and I arn still alive and what is more, advanced
thinkers are coming round, after years and years of my teaching, to my
outlook. It is good form now for Fellows of the Royal Society to quote
me in support of their views and the listeners forget the views and
remember the quotation/'
"You have trained generation after generation in your way of think-
ing. These Fellows imbibed your views while adolescents and all the
orthodox teaching in the world could not wipe out the first influences/'
"I have been seventy years at it and the interesting thing is that I
am still the heretic. Even my earliest essays seem revolutionary compared
to the poor stuff written now. There is no class of person I have not shaken
to the foundations. But none the less I am tired. It is time I went.
Show me the man who is fit to take up my sword and I go/'
This was not the first time that he had spoken like this. And though
it depressed us beyond measure we had discovered that the only way of
dispersing this mood was to say something which aroused fierce
opposition and watch the mood burning itself out in the fire of his
denunciation . . . even if it was at our expense. "A couple has just been
to see us," I said. "They are violently in love and want to marry. He is
an Oxford man and wants to give up studying and go in for writing,
while she works."
He flung his head back. "Tell them not to. It is most unwise for
people in love to marry. I have myself loved one or two women, but the
thought of living with them and sharing the everyday life would have
driven me crazy and most likely have made the women hate me. The
two things don't go together and as to making a living from writing
while she works! Better become a bookmaker. Then at least he could
become a patron of the Arts and be a respected citizen."
"I cannot imagine people living together without the bond of love,"
I said.
"You're an uxorious monster. Marriage should be prohibited to
people in love. Marriage is a partnership of equals if you like, but let love
come between them and all is lost,"